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| © May irpleaſe Your Majeſty, || 
E, the Archbiſhop, the Biſhops, and the 


. (Eq > IS NJ 
— — 
— 


| Clergy of the Province of Canterbury, 
WEE in Convocation aſſembled, are deeply 
SS /ernſible of the many Bleſſings and Ad- 
FI, vantages of Your Gracious and Profpe- 


70 Reign = Amongſt which, there is none that more 


impious Attempts ; and, for that End, to c 


| Your Clergy for their Counſel and Aſi ſtance. 


I. z, on many Accounts, our Duty, to do the u- 
* moſt that in us lies, towards promoting ſo excellent a 
Mort. Me have, therefore, apply'd our ſelves with 
diligence to conſider the Matters to us referr d; and 
do now, in Obedience to Tour Royal Commands, 


hambly lay before Tour Majeſty, . 


5 
A * 


; Rs GR” 


A REPRESENTATION of the preſent State of Re- 
ligion among Us, with regard to the late exceſſive 


von of Pfui, Hers and Projanencſs. 


E cannot, without unſpeakable Grief, re- | 
flect en that Deluge of Impiety and Li- 
centiouſneſs, which hath broke in upon us, 


and over - ſpread the Face of this Church and King- 
dom; eminent, in former times, for Purity of Faith, 
and Sobriety of Manners. : | 


ral Rebellion, which looſen'd all the Bands of Dil- 
cipline and Order, and overturn'd the goodly Frame 
of our Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Conſtitution. | 


The Hypocriſy, Enthuſiaſm, and variety of wild 
and monſtrous Errors, which abounded, during thoſe 


Confuſions, begat in the Minds of Men (too eaſily 
carried into Extremes) a diſregard for the very Ap- 


Pearances of Religion, and ended in a Spirit of down- 
right Libertiniſm and Profaneneſs, which hath ever 


ſince too much prevail'd among Us. It was, indeed, 
check d, and kept under, for a time, by the Legal Re- 
ſtraints laid on the Preſs, and by the juſt dread of Po- 


pery, which hung over our Heads: But, as ſoon as 


theſe Fears were removed, and thoſe Reſtraints were 
taken off, it broke out with the greateſt Freedom 
and Violence. „% a 

There have not been wanting, God be praiſed, the 
bearty Endeavours of good Men to reſiſt the Growth 
of theſe ſpreading Evils. Books have been written in 
defence of the Fundamental Truths, whether of na- 
tural or reveal'd Religion, with great Clearneſs, and 
Strength of Argument; the vain Pleas of the ſeveral 
Advocates for Infidelity have been particularly conſi- 
derd, and refuted ; Societies have been form'd, and 
Funds of Charity rais'd, for the Propagation Ro 


The Source of theſe great Evils, as far back. as We 
have trac'd it, ſeems to have been, that long unnatu- 
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holy Faith, for the pious Education of poor Chil dren, : 


and for the Increaſe of Chriſtian Knowledge, by plain 
and uſeful Diſcourſes , diſtributed among the meaner 
Sort, in great Variety and Number. Authority hath 


often interpos'd,, for the countenancing theſe excellent 


Deſigns, for withſtanding the bold Attempts, and 
reventing the farther Increaſe of Irrehigion and Pro- 


-faneneſs. To this end, Royal Injunctions, and Procla- 


mations have iſſued, Acts of Parliament have paſſed, 


Proſecutions at Law have been ordered, gracious 


zpeeches from the Throne have been made; and from 
thence ſuch bright Patterns of Piety and Vertue haye 


ſhone forth, as would in any Age, leſs profligate than 


this, haye diffus'd their happy Influence thro? all Or- 
gers r nn 4 . 
But it muſt be confeſs' d, that all the Endeavours 
which may hitherto have been uſed, by publick or pri- 
vate Perſons, to ſtop the Growth of this Evil, have 
prov'd ineffectual. In the midſt of ſuch Diſcourage- 
ments. Infidelity hath taken deep Root, and, being cul- 
tivated with Care, hath ſpread its Branches wide, and 
ſhot up to an amazing height, and brought forth _ 
Fruits in great abundance. „ 5 
Me forbear to wound Your pious Ears by a particu- 
lar mention of thoſe many Blaſphemous Paſſages, 
which have been publiſh'd from the Preſs. Neverthe- 
leſs, in diſcharge of the Truſt repos'd in us by Your 


Majeſty, we think our ſelves oblig'd to lay before You 
* ſome Account of the various Steps taken to undermine 
the Foundations of Chriſtianity, and to infect the 
Minds of Your People, with Atheiſm, Deiſm, Hereſy, 


and every pernicious and deſtructive Error. We ſhall 


= proceed afterwards to conſider the dark and ſubtle. 
= METHODS, by which this Myſtery of Iniquity 
Z hath heen carry d on; to enquire into the CA U- 
SES which have chiefly and moſt immediately given 


Birth to it, and into the ſad CONSEQUENCES 


with which it has been attended; and then in all 
3 Humility to propoſe ſuch RE ME DIE S, as, we 
think, may be moſt effectual for the Cure of it. The 
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„„ 
The Diſpute with our Enemies of the Church of 
Rome (manag'd with ſo much Honour and Advantage 

tothe Church of England) was no ſooner happily end- 

ed, but other Adverſaries aroſe, who openly attack'd 
the Fundamental Articles of the Catholick Faith, and 
fcatter'd the Poiſon of Arian and Socinian Herefies thro 
all Parts of this Kingdom. The Doctrine of a Trinity 
of Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead was then deny'd 
and ſcoffed at, the Satisfaction made for the Sins of 
Mankind by the precious Blood of Chriſt was renoun- 
ced and exploded'; the ancient Creeds of the Church 
were repreſented as unwarrantable [mpoſitions, and 
treated with Terms of the utmoſt Contumely and Re- 
proach. And the Divulgers of theſe wicket Errors 
and Blaſphemies proceeded with as little Diſguiſe and 
Caution, as if ſome new Law had been made in their 

| Favour ; notwithſtanding that Care had been taken by 

. Thoſe, who paſs'd the Act of Indulgence, expreſly to 

J exclude T H E M from the Benefit of it. 

J In defiance of this Act, and of all the Laws then in 

Force, they not only own'd their peſtilent Errors, 
but ſet up for making Profelytes, by a multitude of 
wicked Books and Pamphlets, which, for ſome Years, 
they diſpers'd from the Preſs, without Control or 
J 0 . 
They at laſt proceeded ſo far, as even to ſet up a 
Religious Aſſembly, where Divine Worſhip was pub- 
lickly per form'd, in a way agreeable to the Princi- 
ples of the Unitarians, and Weekly Sermons were 
preagn a-1n Defence of them. ' + #7 ; 
Nor have theſe Hereticks been with-held, by the 
publick Notice lately taken of their wicked Poſitions, 
from venting them anew, and with yet greater Bold- 
neſs. Even at the Time when we are thus met by 

Your Majeſty's Writ, and exhorted by Your Gracious 

Letter to conſult of Methods for repreſſing ſuch Im- 

pieties, a Book hath been Printed, wherein the Arian 

Doctrine is avow'd and maintain'd ; and a Promiſe is 

made of evincing the Truth of it, by large and ela- 

= „ borate 


—_ 


and Goodneſs. | „ 
It was by ſuch Men as theſe that the Socinian Tracts, 
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' borate Proofs, in other Treatiſes, from the ſame 


Hand, which are ſoon to follow. To this Book the 


Author hath prefix d his Name, and hath not been 
afraid to dedicate it to the Archbiſhop, Biſhops and 


Clergy of this Province in Convocation aſſembled; 


being, as we have ſome reaſon to believe, ſupported in 
this Undertaking, and encouraged to proſecute it, by * 


the liberal Contributions, and inſidious Applauſes of 
thoſe, who are the determin'd Enemies of all Religion 


when firſt publiſh'd, were much countenanc'd and re- 


commended: For they well knew, that the chief Ar- 


ticles of the Chriſtian Faith being once ſhaken, a 


Way would by that means be open'd, and the Minds 


of Men prepar'd, for the Attacks, which might af- 
terwards be made on Chriſtianity it ſelf; -and into 
which the Sacinian Controverſy ſoon was improv d. 


For the Books written, in an argumentative way, 
againſt the Divinity of our bleſſed Lord, did, in a 
little time, produce others of a worſe Spirit and. 


Tendency ; wherein the Doctrines, by him reveal'd, 


were ſpoken of with prophane Levity and Contempt, 
his Humiliation and Sufferings were derided, his Per- 
= ſon was blaſphem'd, and treated with as great Indig- 


nity and Scorn, as when he ſtood at the Judgment- 


Seat of Pilate. TEE r 
Ihe God-head of the Holy Spirit being firſt deny'd, 
all Supernatural Operations on the Hearts of Men 
were afterwards queſtion'd, and the Grace of God 
was ridicuPd. \ All Myſteries in Religion were ex 
ploded, as abſurd and uſeleſs Speculations as imply- 
ing ContradiQtions, and meaning nothing; and there- 
1 = as incapable of becoming Objects of Aſſent to 
rea wg „„ 


onable Minds. 


= The Scheme of Morality propos'd by the Goſpel, 
was undervalu'd, and ſaid not to be beyond the reach, 
7 of Humane Invention; the Moſaick Account of the 
Creation was repreſented as mere Allegory, and Fa- 
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ble; the natural Immortality of the Soul was op! o8'd, 


as a vulgar and groundleſs Error; the Inſpiration of 
Holy Writ was ſo explain'd, as amounted to a Denial 


of it; the Authority of the preſent Canon of Scrip- 


Ture, hath been repreſented as ſtanding upon a ver) 
precarious Foundation; the Spuriouſneſs of ſever 

Paſſages, and ſome Books of it was more than infinua- 
ted. Prieſts without Diſtinction, were traduc'd, as 


Impoſers on the Credulity of Mankind; vilify'd and 
inſulted, as the Filth and Off- ſcowring of all Things: 


And thoſe Religious Ordinances, which they were ap- 


pointed to diſpenſe, even the chief of them, Baptiſm 
and the Supper of the Lord, were ſpoken of with- 


ſuch a degree of ungodly Mockery, and inſolent Scorn, 
as fill'd the Hearts of good Chriſtians with Horror and 
Aſtoniſnment. Nay, Religion it ſelf was, in ſome of 


their looſe Writings ſo deſcrib'd, as if it were nothing 


but a melancholly Frenzy, and pious Enthuſiaſm. 


The Grounds of believing the Goſpel, in this Age, 


have been repreſented, as leſs firm and certain, by a 


pretended Calculation of the Degrees, according to 


which the Credibility of the Traditional Facts related 


in Scripture, muſt every Age decreaſe. The Neceſſity 


of all Humane Thoughts and Actions, as being mere 
Modes of Motion, and the reſults of pure Mechaniſm, 


'_ hath been aſſerted: An Aſſertion, which overturns the 
Foundations of all Religion, whether Natural or Inſti- 


tuted ; and renders all Notions of Good and Eyil; of 


Reward and Puniſhment, whether in this Life, or the 


next, groundleſs and vain. . | 1 

Nor ought We, among the ſeveral Inſtances of Infi- 
delity, and of the Approaches made towards it, to 
omit the mention of thoſe damnable Errors, Which 
have been embraced, and propagated by the Sect of 
Quakers; who, in ſeveral of their Treatiſes, in their 
Catechiſms, and Primers, have taught the Rudiments 
of the Chriſtian Faith in ſuch a manner, as to make it. 


ſeem to be little more than a complicated Syſtem of 


Deiſm and Enthuſiaſm. 
. n From 


* 


| them. 
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„pen the witked: Principles” thus diſſeminated, as 
e Practices have follow'd. For, tho it may with 
Truth be affirm u, that the Good Chriſtians among Us 
were never hetter than now; yet can it not withal be de- 
ny'd, that the Bad were never worſe; and that the In- 
ſtances of a Profane and diſſolute Behaviour, have of 
late Years, been very Numerous, and very Scandalous. | 

The frequency of Oaths and Imprecations, the mani- 


fell Growth' of Immorality and Profaneneſs,. have made - 


new Laws, new Edids, neceſſary to reſtrain theſe. Enor- 
mities; which . have not been effectually reſtrain d iy 


Seldom bath greater Vigilance been usd bj the Civil - 
May iſtrate, to ſecure a Religious Obſervance of the 


Lord's Day; nor hath it, among the meaner Sort, prov'd 


unſucceſsful. However, it hath not baniſh'd Exceſs and 
Luxury, at ſuch times, from the Tables of the Great, nor 


hindred them from waſting thoſe facred Hours in Play 


and vain Amuſements. 
The Exceſſes of Gaming have 1 never been more e gene- 


ral and flagrant; Conſcience hath never been more open- 


ly proſtituted to Intereſt, without any regard to Cenſure; 
the Extremes of Avarice and Profuſion have never, at 
the ſame point of Ti ime, been more remarkably preva- 


lent. 2H 
A due revard to Religions Perſons, places and Things, 


bath ſearce in any Age been more wanting. The Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt have been often treated in a way very 


unſuitable to their ſacred Function and Character; Hor- 


rid Outrages have been committed by looſe and diſorders 
ly Perſons, inthe Houſe of God; the ſolemn Faſts and 


Humiliations of the Church, have been matter of Sport 
to lewd and godleſs Men, who have taken Pleaſure in ri- 
diculiag them, and affronting the Authority by which 
they were appointed: Unnatural and abominable Impn- 


rities, not to be named among Chriſtians, have been pub- 
lickly practis'd; and the Debauches of licentious Men 

have been indulg-d to ſuch a height, as to end in all 

manner of Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs. | 


This fad Harveſt'We have reap'd from thoſe Seeds of 
Infidelity, which the Enemy hath ſown among Us: With 


1 5 yu Indeſtryend Zeal, by what dark and ſubtle M E- 
5 | 


THODS 


ge Ent Elin Wat BY RI ry... , 3 WS a 
5 A . —ä — — ——— RA > — — — 


8 148 ” 
THODS this Myſtery of Iniquity hath. been carry'd, 
on, We beg leave in the next Place to repreſent: 

That Contributions have been made, that Combina- 
tions of Men have been formed, for promoting the Cauſe 
of Infidelity, We have heard; nor do We doubt of the 
Truth of thoſe Reports: Having obſery'd, that the late 
Meaſures taken to advance Irreligion, have been, in ma- 
ny reſpects, ſo uniform and regular, that they ſeem to 
have been concerted ; not to have ſprung meerly from 
the caſual Contradiction, and divided Efforts of parti- 
cular Perſons, but rather to have been the reſult. of unit» 
ed Counſels and Endeavours. 5 
Thus, Weare ſure, the Socinians and Ouakers took care 
of the Intereſts of their ſeveral Sets, and ſpread their di- 
ſtinguiſhing Tenets : Nor do the preſent Factors for In- 
fidelity and Libertiniſin appear to be either leſs Zealous 
for the attaining their End, or leſs skilful in the Choice 
and Application of the Means that lead to it. | 
The Methods they have pitch'd upon to this Purpoſe, 
have been various: Some of them ſuch, as had a more di- 
rect and immediate Tendency to the Point they aim'd at ; 
others, that were cover'd with very artificial Pretences 
and Diſguiſes. 1 5 
By Alocl-Catechiſins, fram'd in a light manner, upon 
vain and trifling Subjects, they have endeavour'd to de- 
preciate thoſe excellent Summaries of the Chriſtian 
Faith, by which a right Senſe of Religious Truths is 
firſt inſtill'd into the Minds of Children.  — 
hey have republiſh'd, and collected into Volumes, 
Pieces written long ago on the ſide of Infidelity, which 
would have lain altogether negleted and forgotten, 
without fuch a Revival. | | 7 
They have reprinted together in the moſt contracted 
manner, many looſe and licentious Poems, in order to 
their being purchas'd more cheaply, and diſpers'd more 
eaſily; and have by that means, convey'd the Infection 
to great Numbers of Men, who would otherwiſe have 
lain without the reach of it. ES, 
They have procur'd Abſtrats and Commendations of 
their own profane Writings (and probably drawn up by 
themſelves) to be inſerted in foreign Journals; and 
then have tranſlated them back again into the Engliſh 
I RC Tongue, 


Pillar and Stay of pure undefiled Religion. © 


e 


Tongue, and publiſ'd them here at Home, in oder to 


add the greater weight to their wicked Opinions. 
They have endeavour d utterly to root out of Mens 


Minds all Notions of a Church, as a Society iaſtituted by 


Chriſt, with peculiar Powers and Privileges, and Offi- 
cers of its own to adminiſter the Affairs of it. They have 
done their utmoſt to blend and confound this Spiritual 
Society with the Temporal z on purpoſe to make every 
thing in Religion, its divine Truths, and moſt facred Or- 
dinances, dependent on the Will of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
as deriving ſolely from Him their Sanction and Au- 
. „„ ) ˙· 
| And of all Churches, our Own, is That, againſt which 
they have planted their chief Batteries, and directed 
their fierceſt Aſſaults; not, as judging it more faulty 


than others (for they themſelves allow it to be the leaſt 


exceptionable of any) but as knowing it to be the ſtron- 


geſt Fence and Bulwark-againſt Infidelity, the principal 


They have therefore charg'd the authentick Articles 
of this Church, and the Engliſi Editions of the Bible, 
with pions Frauds and Forgery; that Men might be 
taught gradually to withdraw the Reverence due to their 
Spiritual Guides, and of courſe to ſuſpect, whatever 
comes recommended from their Hands. © 
As to other Seas and Denominations of Chriſtians, 
differing from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and now tolera- 
ted among Us, the Crew of Libertine-Mriters hath been 
obſerv'd to purſue them, with a degree of Malice and 
Bitterneſs, proportion'd always to the degrees of Ten- 
dency which their reſpective Principles have, to ſupport 
and ſtrengthen the Intereſts of Religion, by uniting large 
Numbers of Chriſtians in National Churches and Com- 


munions. 


Sometimes by diſplaying the Cheats and Impoſitions 


of Pagan, and- Popiſh Prieſts, they have endeavour'd to 
draw Infamy on the Prieſthood in general, and to ren- 


der the Order it ſelf, in what Religion ſoever it was 


found, equally the Object of publick Averſion and Con- 


tener, FEE 
At other times, when wild Pretences to Inſpiration 
and Miracles have been ſet up by modern Impoſtors, they 

SY „„ 8 hav e 
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the new Teſtament, and the Authors of them. 


| 0 ſurer a hottom. | 


5 ; : 


have ſeem'd to countenance the Fraud ang give Credit 


to it; with a view of drawing Parallels from thence, 


to the Prejudice of real Inſpirations and Miracles. 


They have, in a grave and folema manner, recounted 
the fabulous Relations of Miracles, occurring: in Hea, 
then Writers: They have repreſented theſe Accounts, 
as carrying ſome of the chief Marks and Signatures of 
Truth; and eaſter to be contemn'd, than diſprov'd, upon 
the foot of the Arguments urg'd in behalf of the Truth _ 
% ²mmt i TO ue 

They have, with Oſtentation, enumerated the ſeveral 


Spurious Treatiſes, forg'd in the earlieſt Ages of the 


Church; which they repreſent as Times of great Fraud 
and Impoſture, on the one hand; of great Ignorance and 


Credulity, on the other; and they have left this Refle- 


ction to be apply'd, by their Readers, to the Books of 


The Ppromiſes of Scripture have, by ons of theſe Wri- 


. 


; 


Under the Cover of accounting for the growth of 


Deiſm, and ſpecifying the Cauſes of it, they have taken 


occaſion to ſaggeſt all thoſe bitter and ſpiteful Reflecti- 
ons, which, they thought, might redound to the diſho- 
nour of our holy Religion, and wound it thro' the Sides 


of its profeſs'd Servants and Followers. 


Their receiv'd Maxim is, that no Good is to be expected 
from Eccleſcaſticks, but by their Diviſions: a nd, therefore, 
if Differences happen at any time to ariſe among the 


. Clergy, their conſtant practice hath been, to foment and 


inflame them, by turning Advocates for the one ſide 
againſt the other; whereas, in Truth, they themſelves 
were alike Enemies to both, and were alſo in like man- 


ner deteſted by both of them. _ 


When particular and unwarrantable Opinions have 
at any time been maintain'd, by Men otherwiſe eminent 
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for Picty and Learnin , the Friends. of Infidelity hays 
not fail'd to lay hold of that Opportunity, and improve . 
it to the. prejudice of Peligion. | Thoſe very, Perlalls 
whoſe Learned Labours in defence of our Common Faith 


they bad before undervalu'd, and held in utmoſt con- 


the Wk 


to be obſerv'd and complain'd of by us. 


tempt, they began now to extol, and pretended to re- | 
vere for the ſake of their Errors; their deep Judgment 


c 


they admir'd, their Integrity they magnify d, and ap- 


peal'd to their Authority, as deciſive, in favour of 


Paradox, when they would have refus d to be concluded 
by it in any other Point whatſoever. | 


and ſubtle Wiles, by, which the Inſtruments of 


We pretend not to have made a full Piſcovery of all 
Satan have endeavour'd to eſtabliſh his Kingdom, and 10 


introduce a general Looſeneſs of Principles and Practi- 


ces among us: But tneſe, which We have now, laid be- 
fore Your Majeſty, are too obvious and manifeſt, not 


* ” 


| _ However, neither theſe, nor any other wicked Arts, 


and Methods, how craftily ſoever coatriv'd, and how 


induſtriouſly ſoever purſa'd, would have met with ſo 


remarkable Succeſs, had not other C AUSES and 
Circumſtances concurr'd to help forward the. Event, 


and favour the Growth of irreligious Opinions 


Among the chief of theſe, we reckon, the Removal 
of that Reſtraint, which the Wiſdom of former Times 


| had laid upon the Preſs ; and which no ſooner ceas'd, 


than thoſe pernicious Principles, that before had been 


 whiſper'd' only in Corners, among the Diſſolute and 


TE 4 


Lawleſs, were now proclaim'd in our Streets, and ſent 
abroad to pollute the Minds of Your Majeſty's Subjects, 
in all Parts of Your Dominions. J 
The meaneſt and moſt ignorant of the People, who 
had any degree of Curioſity and Leiſure, were then tem- 
pted to employ it in Searches, for which they were no 
ways qualify'd : they were furniſh'd every Day from the 
Preſs with Objections againſt Religion; and taught to 
doubt of thoſe Truths, which it had otherwiſe' never 


once enter'd infd their Hearts to queſtion.  __ 
_ This general Liberty of the Preſs happen'd not long 
after the Time, when, by reaſon of Confuſions and 


Diſorders that uſually attend great Changes of State, 
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the Reins of Government were unavoidably prep 


and parties of Men were ſuffer d to expreſs their mutual 
Keſentments, and manage their Debates againſt each 
other, with a freedom not often permitted, or practisd 


in more quiet and ſettled Times. Mean while, the In- 
dulgence granted to Men, of worſhipping God in their 


own way, incited ſome publickly, and with warmth, to 
eſpouſe theſe Religions Opinions, which others thought 


themfelves bound with equal warmth, to oppoſe. Theſe 
Contentions in Matters of a civil and facred Nature, 


bred in the Minds of Men, not well grounded in true 


Principles, great Perplexities and Doubts ; and gave an 


Opportunity to thoſe, who ſat in the Seat of the Seornful, 
to promote the Intereſts of Scepticiſm, and Infidelity, - 
by making Sport with our Diviſionss 


The Licentiouſneſs of the Stage is another Fountain, 


| from whence the preſent Corruptions of Religion and 
Morality have flow'd. On our Theatres, Things Sacred 


and ferious have been handled after the moſt Ludicrous 


manner; the Prieſthood, the holy Offices, and Ceremo- 


nies of our Church have been expos'd to Scorn; Obſce- 


nity, Blaſphemous Alluſions to Holy Writ, and various 


Sorts of Prophaneneſs have abounded : The worſt Ex- 
amples have been plac'd in the beſt Lights, and recom= 


mended to imitation ; and the vicious Images, thus pain- 
ted to the Life, and ſet out with all manner of advan- 
tage, have made ſuch Impreſſions on the minds of the 
_ Young and the Unwary, as are not eaſy to be effac'd, 


For the better diffuſing the Infection, New Theatres 


have been rais'd; and, at the opening of one of them 


(an expenſive and magnificent Structure) the building 


of Churches was impiouſly derided, as a vain and uſe- 
leſs Work, the effect only of Superſtition and Ignorance. 
God be thanked, at that very time a different Spirit 


prevail'd; and great Sums of Money were by publick 


| Authority provided, and apply'd for the building, ſup- 


porting, and adorning of Churches: And we cannot 
but hope, but this glorious Work which Your Majeſty, 
at dur humble Requeſt was graciouſly pleaſed to recom- 
mend to Your Parliament, in the Advancement of which, 


the Zeal of Your Parliament, influenced by that of Your _ 
Majeſty, hath already made fo great a Progreſs, will be 
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La” ſpeedily -accompliſh'd by an ample Proviſion for the 
5 . 8 of that Kod. e which the Inhabitants of 
th. ” theſe two Populous Cities have hitherto labour d; They 
eit have now, for 41 ong tract of Time, Year after Year, ex» 
to ceedingly increas d, without a proportionable Increaſe 
cht of the Churches and Chapels appointed to receive them: 
eſe By which means vaſt Numbers of Souls have been exclu- 
Ie. ded from a poſſibility of attending on the Publick Wer- 
64 ſhip of God, and from all the Benefits of Chriſtian Inſtru- 
an ction. And the natural Conſequence af this hath been, 
1. a gradual Defection from Piety and Virtue, to Irreligi- 
y, ous: Ignorance, and all manner of looſe and licentious 
75 of To” the Increaſe of which, They alſo contributed, 
1 who took occaſion from the Relaxation of thoſe Laws, 
ed which made Abſence from the Eſtabliſh'd Church Pena), 
wy to withdraw themſelves. entirely from all Religious Aſ- 
— ſemblies; altho' that very Act of Exemption, which gave 

1 Liberty, in the one reſpect, equally e it, in the 
=, Dor hath the long Continuance of that juſt and neceſ- 
"3 _ fary: War, in which Your Maſeſty is now engag'd (and 
78 which, we truſt, God will enable You to finiſh as glo- 
- riquſly as Yau have hitherto carried it on) been unat- 
ne . || tended with Conſequences Prejudicial to the Intereſts of 
Hen 8 
es | -. That this might not be our own Caſe, Your Majeſty 
"i was pleas'd to uſe Your powerful Influences with the 
8 States of Holland, and to imploy Your Royal Bounty for 
oy the building of a Church, in which Your Subjects might 
8 ferve God abroad, with the ſame Decency and Order as 
+ at home, and be inſtructed in ſuch Religious Principles as 
k might preſerve them from the contagion of thoſe Vices, 
©. to which a Military Life is too much expoſed. But not- 
19 withſtanding this Deſign ſo piouſſy intended by Vour Ma- 
7, jeſty, and ſo readily promoted by the liberal Contributi- 
4 ons of Your Subjects in the Army; We cannot but lament 
1 - that foreign Vices, too eaſily learnt in the Camp, have 
5 from thence ſpread themſelves, by little and little, thro? 
5 the ſeveral Ranks of Men at Home, and occaſion'd a viſt» 
- 22 ble increaſe of Luxury, Libertiniſm, and Profaneneſs. 


Falſe. Notions of Honour have made that reputable, 


which 
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Growth of Irreligion among us. 
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Adich the Religion of Chriſt utterly condemns; and 
that Infamous, which it commands under the higheſt Pe- 
nalties: So that They, who ſtill dare to own themſelves 


Chriſtians, by not ſending a Challenge, when affronted, 
or not accepting it, when ſent, are really in a State of 
Perſecution; on the Account of their ſtriẽt Adherence 

to Chriſt and his Doctrine. The Prevalence of ſuch Prin- 


_ ciples and Practiſes doth, in our humble Opinion, tend, 
not only to the Diſhonour, but even to the Disbelief of 


the Goſpel, among thoſe, who are either per ſuaded, t hat 
it is law ful, and laudable, or, without ſuch a Perſwaſion, 


_ determin'd, to act in Contradiction to the plain Precepts | 


of it. 


The Emiſſaries from Rome have not been wanting to 


lay hold of this Opportunity for the Advancement of 
their Cauſe; to which nothing is ſo ſerviceable as Scepri- 
ciſm, and looſeneſs of Lite: And theſe, therefore, they 
have always encourag'd to the beſt of their Power. They 


have ſwarm'd in our Streets of late Years, and have 


been very buſy in making Converts: And, ſince their 
known way of dealing in ſuch Caſes, is, to bring Men 

round to Infallibility by the way of Infidelity; we doubt 
not but their ſubtle Arts, and reſtleſs Endeavours of 
this kind, may be reckon'd one Cauſe of the preſent 


Other Cauſes have alſo concurr'd; As the want of a 
vigorous Execution of thoſe Laws, Proclamations, and 
Injunctions, which were piouſly fram'd ; and the faint 
and ineffectual Proſecutions of ſome notorious Offenders: 


By which means, what was delign'd to curb and reſtrain 
their Inſolence, tended rather to heighten and nouriſh it. 


Nor are we inſenſible, how much Religian hath ſuf- 
fer'd by vain Pretences, to fathom thoſe Depths of Di- 
vine Wiſdom, which are unſearchable, and to advance 
nice Explications of Myſteries which are inexplicable; 
by the Miſapplication of Reaſonings to Matters of meer 
Revelation; by the Attempts made to ſhew, how all 


the Steps taken in that great Work of Omnipotence, 
the Creation of the World, were to be accounted for 


by the known Laws of Motion; and that the Deſtru- 
ction of it, by the Deluge, might in like manner be ex- 
Plain'd. For the Tendency of ſuch Attempts hath been, 
OED > to 


of 


2 _ x; — _ : ho L N s ” . " 
— » * . * . © 
> — %. : * * " 


X33 -. - 


C # . * 
- * 
5 — 


I confige the Thoughts of Men to ſecond Cauſes, and = 
and to intimate, how little the Wiſdom of God was con- 
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Pe: cern'd in making the World 


Ives. But Theſe, and ſuch Cauſes as theſe, having a leſs ge- 
ed; neral and diſcernable Influence towards producing the 
eof E Vxils complain'd of; We have choſen rather to reſt in 
nce the Conſideration of thoſe, which are more nf „ 
in- apparent, and have been remarkably fruitful of the III. 
of Air odr gen od heat ne ins 
Tune Diſhonour, which the late exceſſive Growth of 
on, | - Infidelity, Hereſy and Profaneneſs, hath brought on oufrt 
pts holy Faith, on our Church, and Nation, is too great to 2 
7% be diſregarded, and too manifeſt to be diſſembled. The 5 


* * 


QUBNCBS, which we are next to lay be- 


3 


£0 _ Goſpel cannot hut be blemiſhed by this Reflection, That, 

of at a time, when the ſtrongeſt Evidences of its Divine © 
Original have been produc'd, and iet in the faireſt Light, 

ey fo many ſhould. revolt from it. Our Eccleſiaſtical and 


Civil Conſtitution muſt needs undergo Reproach; as if 
we either wanted Laws to puniſh ſuch Enormities, or Zeal 
to turn the Edge of thoſe Laws upon daring Offenders. . 


— - | It is lamentable to reflect, how'many Souls have been 
bt lloſt, by imbibing wicked Doctrines from thoſe Books, 


of | which have been ſcatter'd for ſeveral Years with Impu- : 
nt _ "nity thro' this Kingdom; how many more are endangerd 

32 hy too near Approaches towards Infidelity, tho” they 

'a have not as yet actually arriv'd to it; what-a Spirit of 

d Indifference and Neutrality in Religion hath been infus'd, 

at thro? ſuch Vehicles, into the Minds of Men, and hath, at 

: | laſt, ſo far prevail'd; as to become the diſtinguiſhing _ 


in Character of the Age we liye in 
t. Me doubt not, but that divers of Your Majeſty's Sub- 
&- | jets, either by the Scandal ariſing from the late obſer- 
1 vable Growth of Profaneneſs, or by ſharing the Conta- 
e gion of it, have at laſt been perverted to Popery ; and we 
5 are ſure, that many of them have been made worſe Men, 
T and worſe Subjects, by the means of it. For Infidelity, 
3 where embrac'd, cancels all the ſtrongeſt Obligations of 
„ Duty, and diſſolves thoſe Religious Bands of Obedience, 
T by which the THrones of Princes are beſt ſecur'd, and their 
* Authority moſt firmly ſupported: And therefore, we can- 
—__ not but obſerve.to Your Majeſty, that they, who derided 

+ 13870 | TS; Churches, 


. Een 18 = PL 
Churches, and Creeds, and Myſteries, were the ene 
inſulted the Memory, and juſtify'd the Murder of the 
Royal Martyr; applauded the Rebellion rais d againſt 
Him, and have taken a great deal of wicked Pains, in 


collecting, and publiſning the Works of thoſe Writers, 
wo were the moſt d declar'd and irrvcoucileable Enemies | 


/ to Monarchy. 


But the worſt Cc nſequence of our Impieties i in, that | 
they have made us obnoxious to the Piſpleaſure of Al- 
mighty God ; who may Juſtly, on their Account; bepro- 


'vok'd to vift % us with his ſevereſt Judgments, by ſtopping 
the continued Current of Succeſs, with which he hath hi- 
therto bleſs d our Affairs, and delivering us into the 


Hands of our Enemies; by withdrawing tlie pure Light 
of his Goſpel from us, and letting i in che Abomingtiods | 


of Popery among us. 


"Our only'Comfort under this fad Profett, 4s; Thats 
far and wide as the Infection hath ſpread, there are many 
ſtill left, who continue untainted by it; many, who, 


e the pious Example, ſet by Your Majeſty, hold 
aft the Profeſſion of. their Faith without wavering, and adorn 


4 all manner of Chriſtian Graces and Virtues, in the 


perverſe and crooked Generation. For tlie 


weghey Sroweh of Infidelity hath been attended with one 
Good Confequence, among divers Ill ones; That the 


Zeal of devout Perſons, hath thereby been excited to do 
every. thing, that in them lay, towards reſiſting and ſtem- 


ming this Torrent of Impiety. Nor have their Endea- 
Fours been fruitleſs; our Eyes daily ſee the publick and 


happy Effects of them. Divine Service, and Sacraments, 


have of late been oftner celebrated, and better frequent- 
ed, than formerly; the Catechiſing of Youth hath been. 
more generally practis d, and with greater Succeſs : Vaſt 
Sums have been furniſh'd by private Contributions, to 
ſuſtain the Charge of Educating poor Children in a pious 
and uſeful manner; and many other new and noble In- 
ſtitutions of Charity have been ſet on foot, of which 
ſome mention was made in the Entrance of the Boone, | 
low laid before Your Majeſty. . ; 
Of theſe We already feel the awd lafluence,,; and | 
Tope, that they may hereafter prove a Remedy equal to 
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othed! Methods of redreſſing theſe great Miſchicfs thy: | 


we humbly conceive, be ſucceſsfully try'd; ſuch, as the 


Courſe of the foregoing Reflections, and Your Majeſty's P 


great Wiſdom and Piety have Already ſuggeſted to Vou. 
We entertain not the leaſt . of Vour Majeſty's ? 
firm Reſolution to render the Laws, and Edicts, ſer forth 


for the Suppreſſion of Immorality and Profaneneſs, uſeful 


ta that Purpoſe, by an impartial and vigorous Execution 


of them; and to reform the Corruptions of the Stage, 
which have been ſo inſtrumental in vitiating young, and- 


innocent Minds, and have given Matter of fo Jo & _ 


/ fence to all ſerious and devout Chriſtians. ' + 


We are entirely perſuaded, that Your Majeſty will, in 
the moſt effectual manner, diſcountenance alb uch Per- 


ſons, as are proffigate in their Lives, or the known Abet- 


ters and Spreaders of impious Opinions, by e 
them from all Marks of Vour Royal Favour. 
And the repeated Aſſurances which Your: Majeſty 
whom God lon preſerve) hath been pleaſed to give to 
Your Peopl ple, of Your Care to tranſmit the Succeſſion of 
the Crown in The Proteſtant Line, as eftabliſh'd by Law, 
give us great hopes, that our Enemies of the Romiſ Com. 
munion, will at laſt be effectually diſcouraged from at- 
tempting the Ruin of that excellent Church, of which, 


under Chriſt, Your Majeſty is the Chief Governor, and 
| en Defender: | 


And we promiſe out ſelves, from the happy Applica- 


tion of theſe Remedies, which Your Majeſty alone is able 


(and not more able, than willing } to apply; hore brood 


7 durable Effects. 


With ines preſſible Satisfaction we refle& upon the no- 


| ble Proviſion made by the preſent Parliament for Fifty 


New Churches, and we pleaſe our ſelves with a pro- 
ſpect of the Ground, which will every Day be gainꝰd, by 
this means, upon Vice and Irreligion z when all Bxcuſes 
for non-attendance on the Publick Worſhip will be re- 
mov'd, and the Law, which makes thoſe, who abſtain 
from all ſorts of Religious Aſſemblies, ſtil] obnoxious to 


Puniſhment, may he exerted in its utmoſt Force, with- 


out giving juſt occaſion of Complaint to any Man. 
Nor are We without hope, that theſe our Synodical 


Aſemblies, 3 and * held, may W 
a es 


F \ 


! 


and preventing the Growth of pernicious Errors. Eſpe- 
cially, if, by the Authority, or Intervention of ſuch Sy- 
nods, ſome way might be found to reſtore the Diſcipline 


priſtine Life and Vigor; and to ſtrengthen the ordinary 


Ttrain'd and infeebled: Both which Ends, as far as they 


" . 


1 _ of attaining. „ i 
© x But that, for which we at preſent, in moſt earneſt, and 
| moſt humble manner addreſs our ſelves to Your Majeſty, 


 Jous Liberty of Printing wicked Books at home, or im- 
| 1 5 Wiſdom of Your Majeſty. and Your. Parliament ſhall 


ceſem moſt Expedient. For, as we take this to have been 
F. the chief Source and Cauſe of theſe Evils, whereof we, 


now complain; ſo 'we-queſtion not, but that the Remo- 5 
val of it would be the moſt ſpeedy and effectual Cure of 
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ny other Bleſſings, to this Church and State; That You 
may be as Proſperous in Your Deſigns againſt Infidelity, 


= Juriſdiction of Eccleſiaſtical Courts, now too much "LY 


ſhall appear to be ſubfervient to the Intereſts. of Religion 
and 'Vertue, and no ways to interfere with the Laws and 
Liberties of our Country, We do not, under the propi- - 
tious Influence of Your Majeſty's Adminiſtration, deſpair 


uſeful means of checking the Attempts of profane Men, 


of the Church, now too much relax'd and decay d, to its 


| 


is, That by Your Royal Interpoſition, an Act may be ob- 
5 _ rain'd, for reſtraining the preſent -exceſſive and ſcanda- 


porting the like from abroad, in ſuch manner, as to the 


Our daily and fervent Prayer to God is, That Your _ 
| Majeſty may be the happy Inſtrument of theſe, and ma- 


and Vice, here at Home, as You have been in all Your 


Undertakings againſt the common Enemy; Abroad; and 
37 may, by that means, add, what alone is wanting to com- 
Z pleat. the Glory, and crown the Succeſſes of Your ever 
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| - May i it pleats; Your Majeſty, | 7 


JE, the Archbiſhop, t the Biſhops, and the Clergy ke 
Province of Canterbury, in Convocation 2 . | 
are je deeply ſenſible of the many Bleſſings and Advantages of Tour 


Gracious and Proſperous Reign: Among ſt which, there is none 


5 that more affeits us, than the tender Care and Concern ſhewn . 


by Jour Majeſty for the flouriſping State of Religion, and the 
Godly Zeal Tou have expreſs'd * againſt the Wickedneſs of 
Thoſe, who, by looſe and profane Principles and ITO 
have endeavour'd to undermine and deſtroy it. 


We are thankful to Almighty God, wha hath put it into 1. 


| Royal Heart to repreſs theſe impious and. daring Attempts > 


and, for that End, among others, to order Tour Clergy to-be 
called together, that they might in Synod, humbly offer their 
Counſel and Aſſiſtance. 
It is, on many Accounts, our Duty, to do the utmoſt that | 
in us lies, towards promoting ſo excellent a Work. We have, 
therefore, applyd our ſelves with Dili igence to conſider the 
"Matters to us referr'd ; and do now, in Obedience to Tur 
Roo ee, bumbly lay 8 Your Auen, 


ö 1 1 * 
* 


: 3 . Nw 


| 4 3 of t the 1 Srare of Religi: 
; on among Us, with regard to the late exceſſive 
. Growth of Inf aelig Hereſy and Frefaeneſi. 45 


'T is er the greateſt Affliction and Concern tht 
we enter upon a Work ſo unpleaſant in all Re- 
ſpects, were it not for the Hopes it gives us of 

+ = ua theſe Evils in ſome meaſure removed; and 
| therefore, we ſhall not give Your Majeſty the Uncaſineſs 
of a particular Relation, either of the blaſphemous Paſſa- 
fp that have been publiſh'd from the Preſs, or the great 

ROOT that have been Gn” | But in GEE 


of the Truſt repoſed in us by Your Majeſty, we think 


* 


ourſelves obliged to lay before You ſuch an Account of 
the Progreſs of Infidelity, Hereſy, and Profanenefs 
amongſt us, as may let Your Majeſty fee the Cauſes and 
cafions which have given the greateſt riſe to them, 

and the fad Conſequences with which they are attended. 
It is hard to come to the beginning of theſe, great 
Evils, which all times have complain'd of; and there- 
fare to confine our own bn leſſen Yo 
Majeſty's Trouble as much as we can, wefhall look 'no 
farther back for the Source of them, than that lon 

| unnatural Rebellion, which looſen'd all the Bonds off 

i = Diſcipline and Order, and overturn'd the goodly Frame 5 
17 of aur Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Conſtituti on 


| I: The Hypocriſy, Enthuſiaſm, and variety of wild and — 

* BE monſtrous Errors which abounded during thoſe Con- 

4 fuſions, begat in the Minds of many Men too eaſily car. |}. 

= ' ried into Extremes, a diſregard for the very Forms, of 

F Religion and proved the Occafion of great Libertiniſm, 

: mY and Profanenefs, which hath ever ſince too much pre- 

vaiFd amongſt us; the Seeds of Infidelity and Hereſy | 1 

which were then ſown did ſoon after appear, and the 0 

Tres have ſprung up in great abundance.” * 
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The Authority of the preſent Canon of Scripture 
| hath been repreſented as ſtanding upon a very precari- 
.ous Foundation, and the Inſpiration of the whole hath 
=} IH nmoPrmiy TC YT nn Tn 
= > The Miracles recorded in Scripture have been diſpu- 
ES ted and compared to the fabulous Relations of thoſe 
. that occurr in Heathen Writers. 1 


. All Myſteries in Religion have ben exploded as ab- ; 
8 - ſurd and uſeleſs Speculations, and ſeveral Fundamental _ E 
= Articles of our moſt Holy Faith have not only been f 
1 The Arrian and Socinian Herefies have been propaga- : 
= ted with great Boldneſs; The Doctrine of a Trinity of | 
„ Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead, hath been deny'd and 
5 coffed at; The Satisfactions made for the Sins of Man- 
= kind, by the precious Blood of Chriſt hath been either [FF _ 
* AdircQly renounced. or very ungratefully leſſen d "The f 


a _— 


Fl Eſftabliſb'd Creeds of the Church have been repreſented 4 ; 
| CCC eZ 


ig; as nawarrantable Impoſitionss . 
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ren at * time hen we are thus met t by Vour Ma- 


1 jeſty? 4 Writ, and exhorted by Your Gracious LEH 
| TER to conſult of Methods for repreſſing pernicious 


Errors and Impieties, a Book hat h been Printed, where- 
in the Arrian Doctrine (of which we cannot but declare 


5 our utter Abhorrence) is avow'd and maintain d, and 
the Truth of it is threatned to be Thewn by large and 


elaborate Proofs in other Treaties from the fame Hand, 
which are ſoon to follow. To this Book the Author 


hath prefix d his Name, and hath not been afraid tu de- 


dicate its to the Archbiſhop, Biſnops and Clergy of this 
Province, in Convocation aſſembled, with Invitation 
to all to encourage his Deſign by their Subſcriptions'to 
it, and not without laying the imputation of Amithri- 
ſtianiſm upon all thoſe who fnhall not approve it. 

Ide natural Immortality of the Soul hath upon dif- 
ferent Schemes and Views been oppoſed as a vuigar Er 2 | 


ror, and the Neceſſity of all Humane Thoughts 


Actions hath been aſſerted, to the overturning the Foun- 
dations of all Religion, whether, natural or inſtituted, 


and to the rendring all Notions of Good and Evil, of 
e X 


d 8 Nl — or cle 


; . oor of a Church, as a "Society: — = | 


Chriſt, yvith peculiar. Powers and Privileges, and pro— 
per 4 to adminiſter the Word and Sacraments ; 


: — ſo to blend and confound the Spiritual Society with 


The Temporal as to make every thing in Religion, its 


divine Truths, and moſt ſacred Ordinances dependant 


on the Will of the Civil Magiſtrate, as deriving ſolely 
from him their Sanction and Authority. Nay. theſe — 
ligious Ordinances themſelves, even the Chief of them, 
Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lord have been ſpoken o of 
with ſuch a degree of ungodly. Mockery and Scorn, as 


do fill the Hearts of good iin Horror and 
|  Aſtoniſhment, Ut 


The Frauds: of Pagan and Popiſh: Priefts kavebeob din 
play d, in order to repreſent all Prieſts as Impoſers up- 
on the Credulity of Mankind; and draw Infamy upon 
the Prieſthoed- in general, and to render the Grder it 
ſelf, in what Religion ſoever it was found, equally the 
Oe of publick Averſion and Contem . he 
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The Books containing the Errors and Impieties above · 85 
mention'd have been the more eaſily publiſh'd and dif- | 
perſed ſince the Expiration of the Act for reſtraining 


the Preſs; and thro? the greater liberty of Printing, 
which thereon enſird, have the Vicious and Profane had 
more Opportunities to ſcatter their Papers for corrupt- 
ing the Manners of Men: ING | 
Not only ſeveral Pieces formerly written on the fide - 
of Infidelity, which might have been forgotten without 
ſuch a Revival, have been collected into Volumes, and 
publiſh'd again, but Mock-Catechiſms fram*d in a light 
manner have been cry'd in the Streets, to depreciate the 
excellent Summaries of our Chriſtian Faith, and as far 
ddãs poſſible to root out of Mens Minds, the Senſe of thoſe 


* \ 


great Truths that are containꝰd in them. 


This Profaneneſs hath been much increaſed by the Li- 
.centiouſneſs of the Stage, where the worſt Examples 
have been placed in the beſt Lights, and recommended 
to Imitation; and the various Images thus Painted to 
the Life, and ſet out with all manner of Advantage, 
have made ſuch Impreſſions upon the Minds of the 
Voung and Unwary, as are not eaſy to be effaced. Where 
the Bond of Wedlock hath been generally treated as a 
ridiculous and burthenſom Yoke, to the great Preju- 
dice of Society and Virtue, and every thing Sacred hath 
Been expoſed. Where the Office of the Prieſthood hath 
been made a matter of Scorn and Reproach; and where- 
at the opening a New Theatre, the building of Churches 
was impiouſly derided, as a vain and uſeleſs Work, the 
Effect only of Superſtition and Ignorance. v4,» 


It is indeed for the purpoſe of the Irreligious to diſ- 
courage the Building of Churches where they are ſo 
much wanted, and where the want of them is in all 
appearance, one great Occaſion of the Irreligion of ma- 


ny. For by this means, vaſt numbers of Souls have, in 


and about theſe two populous Cities, been excluded 


from a Poſlibility of attending the Publick Worſhip of 


God, and from all the Benefits of Chriſtian-Inſtration. 
And the natural Conſequence of this hath been a gra- 


dual Defection from Piety and Virtue to Irreligious Ig- 


norance, and all manner of looſe and licentious Livin. 


And 


. Gee . oro co 


a 


e ' ef by. ©. wo 


+. bis, fond take Pas , i nts ended eg. 


$a. 


f * 


Kingdom; bow many more are endangered by too. 


And as the want of Churches here, ſo the want of 


competent NMalntenance for the Service of many that are. 


in the Country, where two or three Cures do not often 
afford enough to ſupport a Miniſter, 18 „ tho? not a late, 
et a like Occaſion of Frofaneneſs and Ignorance there: 


For, by this means many Pariſhes have no Miniſter re- 


ſiding among them, and are ſevetal Sundays in the 
Year without any Service at all; and the Miniſters, 
dy having ſo much Duty upon them, cannot diſcharge 


ĩt as they ought, nor have time for the Catechiſing young 


erſons, which is ſo neceſlary a part of Chriſtian In- 


1 * 


ſtruction. 


And to the Ancreaſe of This Michief.' both in City 


and Country, have They alſo contributed, who_ have 
taken occaſion from the Relaxation of thoſe Laws Which 


made Abſence from the Eſtabliſh'd Church penal, to 


withdraw themſelves entirely from all Religious Aſſem- 


blies, altho the very Act of Exemption, which gave 


Liberty in one reſpe& , equally reſtraihed it in the 


From theſe ſeveral Octaſſons hath enfued à great 
Neglect of the religious Obſervance of the Lord's Da Ys, 


* 4 


too great à part of which is ſpent by many in Publick, 
Houſfes, and other Diverſions wholly unſuitable to the 
time ſet apart for the more immediate Service of Gd, 
tho? we have reaſon to think, that thro' the Care of 


Magiſtrates and. others, ſome” Reformation. hath been 
ix OR mom: ⁊ IT, 
But whatever ſhare any of the Canſes' and Occaſions. 


above-mentioned may have had in that Growth of Infi- 
delity, Hereſy, and Profaneneſs amonegſt us, We can- 


not but bewail the Effect; conſidering the Diſhonour 
it brings on our Holy Faith, our Church, and Nati- 
on; and the Hurt it has done ts Your Majeſty's Peo- 
ple, many of whom have been made worſe Men, and 
worſe Subjects, by the Means of it, 


- It is lamentable to reflect how many Souls have been 
loſt by imbibing wicked Doctrines from thoſe Books 
which have been ſcattered for fevetal Years thro' this 
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very watchful to lay hold of theſe Opportunities for the 
Advancement. of their Cauſe ; to which nothing is ſo 
ſerviceable as Scepticiſm and Looſneſs of Life; 


reaſon to fear. 


near Approaches to Infidelity (tho? they have not as 
yet actually arrived to it) from a Spirit of Indiffe- 
rence and Neutrality in Religion which hath been in- 
fuſed into their Minds by theſe Means 


But what we have further to apprehend from our 
Impieties is, that they have made us obnoxious to the 
Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, who may, juſtly on their 


Account be provoked to viſit us with his Judgments, 


by ſtopping the continued Current of Sücceſs with 
which he hath hitherto bleſſed our Affairs, and deliver- 


">. 


ing us into the Hands of our Enemies; by withdrawing 


the pure Light of his Goſpel from us, and letting in 
the Abomination of Popery among u. 


£ - 


For the Emiſſaries from Rome have been all along 
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. 


therefore, as well as the Errors and Diviſions a 


— 


mongſt 


us, they have always encouraged to the beſt of their 
Power, and improved to their own Advantage; repre- 
ſenting in ſeveral Books, as well as in their common 


Converſation, the great Uncertainty of the Chriſtian 
Religion upon Proteſtant Principles, and filling Mens 


Minds with infinite Doubts, the better to make them 


ſubmit to an infallible Guide. They have ſwarmed 
in our Strezts of late Years, as they do more parti- 
cularly at this time, and are very buſy in making Con- 
verts: Nor do we doubt but that divers of Your Ma- 


jeſty's Subjects, either from the Scandal taken at the 
Infidelity, Hereſy, and Profaheneſs they ſee, or from 


ſharing the Contagion of it, have, by their Arts, been 
VW V 
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But notwithſtanding that we have theſe Things to, 


complain of, ſo much hath been done already towards. 


taking off the Cauſes and Effects of theſe Evils, and 
to prevent the further Conſequences of them, as to 


give us great hopes, that through the Bleſſing of God 


upon Your Majeſty's Authority and Example, and the 
Endeavours of Your Subjects in their 1 
ons, we ſhalt eſcape the Danger we have ſo much 

8 1 


. 
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a as Books have been publiſhed-in favour: of Here- 
ſy, and and downright Infidelity ;; ſo others have been writ- 
ten from time to time, as occaſion required, in Defence 
of the Fundamental Truths whether of Natural or Re- 


veal'd Religion, with great Clearneſs and Strength of 


Argument: The vain Pleas of the ſeveral Advocatẽs for 
Infidelity. have been particularly conſidered: and refuted, 
to the Silencing, if not the ene of ſome of the | 
principal of them. 

A Lecture was Founded, "Hat; many Years ſince, by 
Mr. Boyle, in Defence of the Chriſtian Religion againſt 


5 all the Adverſaries of it; and many excellent and uſe- 


ful Sermons have been Preached and Publiſhed on 


that Occaſion. . 


Societies have been 8 for — 4 Be e of 
Manners; Funds of Charity have been raiſed for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, and of 
Chriſtian Knowledge at Home, and for the: pious Edu- 


_ cation of poor Children: Great variety of plain and 
uſeful Diſcourſes have been diſtributed among the mea- 
ner ſort for their more eaſy Improvement; and Pa- 


rochial Libraries have been ſet up for the Uſe of 


Miniſters in the Country, that they might be better 


provided for the Inftruction of thoſe commited to a their 5 


W ge. 
Authority bath. often. interpaſal or the countenan- | 


cing theſe excellent Deſigns, and for withſtanding the 


bold Attempts that have been made upon our common 
Faith; and for preventing the Increaſe of Irreligion and 


Profaneneſs, Royal Injunctions and Proclamations have 
iſſued, Acts of Parliament have paſſed, Proſecutions at 


Law have been ordered, Gracious Speeches from the 


Throne have been made, and from thence ſuch bright 
Patterns of Piety and Virtue have ſhone forth, as have, 


no doubt, prevailed upon many, tho' the Influence ar 


them hath not extended ſo far as might have been ex- 


pected. 
But then the Infidelity. of ſame hath been attended 


with. this good Conſequence in others, that the Zeal of 


devout Perſons hath thereby been excited to'do every 
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thing that in them lay towards reſiſting and ſtemming 
ths Increaſe of this great Evil: Nor have their Endea- 
vours been altogether fruitleſs; our Eyes daily fee the 
happy Effects of them; Divine Service and Sacraments 
ha ve of {ate been oftner celebrated, and better frequen- 


ed than formerly; the Cãtechiſing of Vouth hath been 
more generally practiſed, and with greater Succefs; vaſt © 
Sums have been furniſhed by private Contributions to 
ſuſtain the Charge of Educating poor Children in 
the pious manner abovementioned; and many other 
aer RN Inſtitutions of Charity have been ſet on 
Re SECS bn TENBRDL--16 
© Many Churches have been Repaired and Adorned it 
the Expence of the ſeveral Pariſhioners, and other Bene- 
factors; and many Chapels opened in the larger Pariſhes, 
tho” not ſufficient to anſwer the Wants of the Inhabi- 
rants. Great Sums of Money have been by Publick Au- 
thority Provided and Applied for the Building, Support- 
ing, and Adorning other Churches; and Your Majeſty 
has been graciouſly pleaſed, upon our humble Addreſs, 
to recommend to Vour Parliament to find out Means for 
the Building of ſuch as are ſtill wanting: of which from 
the great Satisfaction with which Your Meſſage was re- 
ceiv'd, and the great Progreſs made upon it, we hope 
to ſee the bleſſed Effect; when all, who are religi- 

- ouſly diſpoſed,” will have the Opportunity of giving 
publick Teſtimony of it, and the Careleſs be left with-. 
P. STE ee £1104 

In the mean time ether Methods of Redreſling 
theſe Miſchiefs may, we humbly conceive, be ficceſs- 
Fully tried, fuch as Your: Majeſty's great Wiſdom ' 
and Piety, and the foregoing Obſervations, will ſug- 


geſt to Yon. = RN £ 
We entertain not the leaſt Doubt of Your Majeſty's 
firm Reſolution to render the Laws and Proclamations 
Tet forth for the Supprefſion of Immorality and Pro- 
faneneſs uſeful to that purpoſe, by an impartial and 
vigorous Execution of them; and to Reform the Cor- 
ruptions of the Stage, which have been ſo inftrumen- 

F112 viciating young and nden Ni and have 
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Peitz as re proflig 2 in their Lives, or the nan 
ADH. and 'Spreaders of Impious jpions ; ;. and the 

peated Aſſurances which Vour N (wem God 
1515 erde) Hath been pleaſed iy Your Peo- 
ies of Your Care to nk FI acceſſion of the 


Crown in the "Proteſtant Line as Eftabliſh'd by Laws, 


give us great Hopes, that our Enemies of the Romiſh 


Communion will at laft be effectually diſcoura ged from 
attempting the Ruin of that Excellent Church, of which, 


under Chriſt; Your Majeſty i is the chi ef C Goyernowr, and 


glorious! Defender: 


From the Application of theſs ere Means, wth 


we do not-donbt but Your Majeſty will uſe, we pro- 


__raiſoutſelves very great and durable Effects: But that 


for which we at preſent in moſt earneſt and moſt, hum 
ble manner addrefs our ſelves to Your Majeſty i is, That 
by Your- Roya[lInterpoſition, an Act may be obtained 
for Reſtraining the preſent exceſſive and ſcandalous Li- 
berty of Prigting wicked Books at Home, and im- 

I the like from Abroad; in fuch manner as to 


the Wiſdom of Your Majeſty, and Your Parliament, 


ſhall ſeem moſt expedient. For as we take this Liber-. 


ty to have been one chief Source and Cauſe of thoſe” 


Evils whereof we have ſpoken, ſo we queſtion. not but 
the Reſtraint of it would 80 4 great way in the One. 
oF them: £27 

There is another pernicious Cuſtom that has very, 


much prevail'd' -amongſt us under the falſe Notion. of 


Honour, which we beg Leave to mention in this place, 
and that is the Practice of Fighting Duels,” which has 
ſo far obtain'd, that Your Majeſty hath had many Oc- 
caſions, and ſome very lately, to ſee the diſmal Effects 


of it. 


We do therdfinw, | in all bumble Duty, beg Your Ma- 
jeſty to take the moſt effequal Methods to extinguiſh - 


rhoſe falſe Notions, 1 fo contrary to the Laws of 24 | 
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405 deſtructixe of 40 Society, and to put 2 Sto to. 
. wicked and unchriſtian Nadlice by po Nears: as 


bid Meirſty.. in FORE WIR Shall think nol 
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bority under 1 e wil „ as We pray, * dae 
Merentiy miniſte 12 te, the Puniſi 
u / and Hice, aud aintenanqe of true Religion and; 


Virtue; and Wh 1 4 4 ome Way may be found. for 
the Recovery Hag Improvement of Chriſtian Know- 


and Piety in We which we fear is too much. 


d. 

Me likewiſe hope. that eſpecial Care will % taken 
of The” Education Po young People at the Univerſities, _ 
by providing that Tutors make it their Buſineſs to teach 
then. Pupils the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion 
in the courſe of their other Studies, and endeavour to 
make them. ſerious, in it, with a particular Eye to fuch 
as are deſigned, for Holy Orders. 

And for Ourſelves, . who are called to this Holy 
Function; We beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that 
we will take all roſlible Care of the Diſcharge of our 


own Duty, and do all that in us lies, that the Canons 


of our Church may be ſtrictly. obſerved both by Our 
ſelves and thoſe committed to our Charge. 
We have thoſe Parts of our Diſcipline which Your 


"Majeſty hath in your great Goodneſs thought fit to re- 
commend to us for further Improvement, under our 


moſt ſerious Conſideration; and hope, in ſome. mea- 


ſure to anſwer the Wants of the hurch, and Your. 


Majeſty's Expectations in referring them to us; as we 


ſhall at all times hereafter, as often as Your Majeſty. 


ſhall be pleaſed to require our Attendance: for theſe 
Purpoſes, endeavour to make our Synodical Meetings 
ſubſervient to the good Order and Eſtabliſhment of 
this Church, the Intereſt and Advantage of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, the ieh of Your OT». and 


the Honour of God.- 


* . - . 
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I And our daily and fervent Prayer to God ſhall be, = 
N That Your Majeſty may be the happy Inftroment of + 
1 theſe and many other Bleſſings to this Church and 1 
State; That you may be as proſperous in your Dez "a 
_ againſt Infidelity and Vice here at Home, as you alan 
' been in all your Undertakings againſt the C | | 
Enemy Abroad; and may by that means add 5 a > 
alone is wanting to compleat the Glory, and crown 
the Succeſſes of your ever memorable Reign. | 
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